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Mode of Instruction - Fully Remote

Course Structure and Focus

This is a practice based class and does not primarily focus on theory. The course also involves covering 
various substantive topics throughout the semester in alternating classes to simulate the real life practice of 
having to develop different substantive areas in a case at the same time. Students should decide ahead of time 
whether they can accommodate this teaching style. In addition, this class focuses primarily on Minnesota law. 
Professors reserve the right to amend or edit the syllabus or schedule at any time during the semester. 

Poverty Law II satisfies the Experiential Learning requirement for students under the Clinic/Simulation 
category.

Website

Visit the class website at  for materials and updates.

Office Hours

Available before or after class period and also available by appointment, and available by email.

Course Location and Time

Tuesdays, 4:05-7:00 p.m., Zoom Conferencing 

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for Poverty Law.

Course Goals and Objectives

Students will learn selected topics in Poverty Law and learn how to advise low-income persons facing various 
legal issues. Completion of Poverty Law will assist students in clinical work, as well as work in legal aid offices 
and pro bono work.
Course Grade

This course is graded on an A-F basis. Students will complete two research papers, discussed below. See Class 
Schedule for subjects and time deadlines.  Each assignment will count for 50% of the grade.  Final grades may 
be increased or reduced 1 point based upon class attendance and participation.  You cannot consult with other 
students or attorneys on your papers.  The papers must completed by yourself. Research papers are due at the 
beginning of class on the due date. 

Incomplete Grades

If a student is unable to complete the course requirements, please make arrangements with the instructors prior 
to the final day of class. The “incomplete policy” of the University of Minnesota School of Law will be 
followed.

Graded Assignments: Research Papers

Two research problems will be assigned during the semester.  Each student will turn in a double-spaced paper 
with one inch margins, and 12 point Time New Roman font, 10 pages per paper. Please use only materials 
assigned in class and in the handouts.  Papers must be the entire work of the individual student, including issue 
spotting, research, and writing.

Late Papers

We have a strict policy on late papers to mirror the reality of the practice of law. If you turn in a paper late 
without discussing it with the Dean of Students in advance, the professor can either reduce the grade or not give 
a grade at all.

Late Registrations

If you are not on the class list, you must see the Registrar for admission to the class.

Class Schedule

Go to . 

Attendance and Class Participation

Attendance is required at every class. Students will be expected to abide by the Academic Rules that indicate 
that regular attendance and adequate preparation are required. Law School policy also prohibits unauthorized 
use of laptop computers during class, including, but not limited to, playing games, reading or writing e-mal, and 
internet surfing. If a student misses a number of classes, the professors reserve the right to reduce the student’s 
grade.

Class Recordings

We will record class sessions by request before class in the event of an absence. Students should not rely on the 
availability of recordings in case technological problems occur.

Course Materials

So Rich, So Poor by Peter Edelman
ISBN-978-1-53558-785-5



Reading materials are available on line at . Reading 
assignments are in the class schedule, available on line at 
 

Honor Code

Students enrolled in the course are expected to at all times comply with the Law School’s Honor Code and 
Academic Rules, as well as the University’s Code of Student Conduct.

Resources for Students

Disability Accommodation Support

For degree-seeking law students in need of academic accommodations related to a disabling condition, please 
connect directly with the Law School's designated Access Consultant from the University's Disability Resource 
Center, Molly Giffin, at . Classroom and/or testing accommodations may be available. For 
questions about accommodation implementation at the Law School, connect with our Student Affairs team at 
. Any accommodations for testing on blind-graded exercises should be directed to Student 
Affairs and not to your instructor so that we can maintain blind grading and protect your privacy. 

Immigration Concerns (Including DACA Status)

The University's Immigration Response Team  can provide support, answer 
questions, and connect students with both campus and community resources. If you are an undocumented 
student and need support, email  to connect with Director Marissa Hill-Dongre. More 
information can be found at . 

Personal or Health-Related Challenges

Many resources are available to students facing personal or health challenges that may impact their academic 
success. Consult with the Office of Student Affairs () for specific information and referrals for 
your situation, or connect directly with the supports below.




